
DESIGN CONCEPTS
for 

SUSTAINABLE GARDENS
Part I



Today’s Discussion

• Sustainabililty
• Community
• Building Integration
• Human/Cultural Aspects
• Sustainable Tools/Info 
• Design Concepts
• Plants

– Water wise
– Natives
– Alternatives to lawns



Sustainability—
Sustainable Sites Initiative 

Land practices are defined 
as sustainable if they enable 
natural and built systems to 
work together to “meet the 
needs of the present 
without compromising the 
ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.”* 



World Sustainability

‐ Carbon Storage
‐ Climate Impacts
‐ Air and Water Quality
‐ Habitat + Diversity
‐ Food + Energy
‐ Erosion and Siltation Control
‐Mitigation of Hazards
‐Waste Treatment
‐ Human and Culture Benefits
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Harrison Studio
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Elmer Ave, Sun Valley, CA
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BUFFERS

< 50’ Minimal protection of streams 
and wetlands

50‐100’ Protection from human 
disturbance and aquatic habitat

101‐200’ Protects water quality

201‐300’ Protects wildlife habitat

>300’  Protection of wildlife migration 
corridors and habitat for threatened 
and sensitive species. 

Community



BUFFER ZONES



Building Integration

‐ Shade
‐Building
‐Vs. Heat Island effect

‐Wind break
‐Water reuse
‐ Stormwater run‐off
‐ Community/Smart Growth Concepts
‐ Reduction in impervious surfaces
‐Waste
‐ Outside rooms
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Building Integration 
Wind Break



Building Integration 
Roof 

Kyo Matsumoto



Viewpoint + 
Building 

Integration
Outdoor Rooms

Madame  Butterfly Gardens



Accessibility + Culture

Amy Goldman



Accessibility



Personal/Educational
‐ Connection to environment
‐ Health
‐Mental well being
‐ Education
‐ Community  
‐ Aesthetic and spiritual experience
‐ Change





Thank You

Presentation by Glynis Berry, AIA, LEED AP  
of 

Peconic Green Growth 
for Master Gardeners Program

www.peconicgreengrowth.org


